KHALID IBN AL WALID (D. 642)

THE KHALIDI FAMILY'S ORIGINS ARE ATTRIBUTED TO THIS
POWERFUL MILITARY LEADER, WHO IS WELL KNOWN AS
SAIFULLAH AL-MASLUL (GOD'S UNSHEATHED SWORD), ONE OF
THE COMPANIONS OF THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD (PEACE AND
BLESSINGS OF GOD BE UPON HIM). HE WAS COMMANDER OF
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THE ISLAMIC ARMY DURING BOTH THE ERA OF THE PROPHET,
AND THE REIGN OF THE EARLY RASHIDUN CALIPHS.

DURING THE CONQUESTS OF THE NEAR EAST, "AMR IBN AL-
"AS AND SHURAHBIL BIN HASANA FACED DIFFICULTIES IN
BATTLE WITH THE BYZANTINES IN PALESTINE AND SOUTHERN
SYRIA. SO THEY REQUESTED AID FROM THE CALIPH '"UMAR
IBN AL-KHATTAB, WHO ORDERED ABU "UBAIDA AND KHALID
TO JOIN THEM IN SUPPORT. THE MUSLIM FORCES WERE ABLE
TO LIBERATE THE COUNTRY AND THEN MARCHED TOWARDS
JERUSALEM IN 637, THE LAST BYZANTINE STRONGHOLD IN
SOUTHERN SYRIA, WHERE MANY VETERANS FROM THE BATTLE
OF YARMUK BESIEGED JERUSALEM. THE CITY DID NOT ACCEPT
SURRENDER EXCEPT TO THE CALIPH PERSONALLY. THUS HE
CAME TO THE CITY AND GAVE ITS CHRISTIAN POPULATION A
PACT KNOWN HISTORICALLY AS "UMAR’S COVENANT" AND ONE
OF ITS WITNESSES WAS KHALID IBN AL-WALID.
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EXPLANATION OF THE PLAQUE

THE TEXT "THE PROPHET PEACE BE UPON HIM, SAID: KHALID
IBN AL-WALID IS ONE OF THE SWORDS OF GOD". WRITTEN
INSIDE THE DOTS OF THE LETTERS OF THE QURANIC TEXT IS
THE THRONE VERSE (AYA AL-KURSI), NUMBER 255 OF THE
COW CHAPTER (SURAT AL-BAQARAH). IN THE LAST TWO DOTS
OF THE LETTERS THE FOLLOWING IS WRITTEN "AND GOD'S
NOBLE PROPHET DELIVERED HIS MESSAGE. GOD AND His
MESSENGER SPOKE THE TRUTH". THE TEXT IS INSIDE THE LINE
WHICH CONTAINS SURAT AL-JUMU AH NO. 62, WHILE THE
REST OF THE TEXT IS QUOTED FROM SURAT AL-BAQARAH NoO.
2, VERSES 286-285, AT THE BOTTOM OF WHICH IS WRITTEN
"WRITTEN IN CURSIVE SCRIPT BY MUHAMMAD NURI, GOD
FORGIVE HIS SINS" 1332 AH/ 1913 AD.




